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Dear Matunova Hana

Good news from the heaven the angels bring,
Glad tidings to the earth they sing:
To us this day a child is given,
To crown us with the joy of heaven.

The festival of Christmas has a special significance in everyone’s life. A beautiful point of deep
significance is attached to Christmas. The time and circumstances in which Jesus was born
explains the significance of this great feast. Jesus Christ was not born in a grand palace. He was
not born to very wealthy or learned parents. Jesus was born in a simple lowly place, a corner
of a stable. He was born to humble and poor parents, who had nothing to boast about,
except their own spotless character and holiness.

Mangalore is a multi-cultural city. As such, the different communities celebrate Christmas with
their distinctive cuisine and customs. People prepare different types of Christmas sweets and
share it with their neighbours. Youth groups go around singing Carols. Every house prepares a
crib and decorates Christmas tree. Star shaped paper lanterns are another favourite and prized
decoration in front of homes. The best crib at every parish level is chosen and awarded a
prize. The festive spirit.of Christmas embraces one and all as it spreads joy and happiness
everywhere. .

We are glad to inform you that a total number of 533 children or students are presently
benefiting through Caritas Prague under Child Sponsorship Programme. We remain grateful to
you and Caritas Prague for the same.

A one-day Camp was organized for the sponsored children/students in the month of October
in seven different centers. Main topic of this camp was “Goals in life” and “Roll of a student in
protecting the Environment™. All the children enthusiastically participated in all sessions, group
activities and competitions conducted during the camp.

Caritas Prague was funding the project called ‘Empowerment of Marginalized Villagers of
Bantwal, Moodbidri and Mangalore rural areas’. This project mainly focused on various
training programmes like awareness on saving habits, health and hygiene, civic responsibilities,
income generating activities, leadership training etc., to the members of self-help groups to
become self reliant.

A few words about your child. Alwin Veigas. He is an active boy. He is good in studies and
sports. During a holiday he plays cricket with his friends. The family is thankful to you for your
assistance towards his education.

We, the Director and the staff of CODP, along with the sponsored children and their family
members, wish you a Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year 2013. May the spirit of
Christmas bring you peace, the gladness of Christmas give you hope, the warmth of Christ
grant you love.

With Best Wishes,
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